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FROM A | oy 
GENTLEMAN to whom this LETTER 
was Addreſs'd. 


e' Zorbing was originally leſi intended, than 
ee Publication of the following LETTER; 
, ihe Manuſcript having been unadviſedly 
— cõanmunicated to ſome who made no Secret of 
the Contents, and very probably have ſuffer d Copies or 
Abſtrafts to be taken, I thought I could not do better, 

in Order to prevent a ſurreptitious and imper fect Edi- 4 
tion, than to permit it to go to the Preſs in the State JI 

receiv'd it from the Author. 

"2 This 


PREFACE, 


Dis, I hope, will be ſome Apology with the learned 
Gentleman on the other Side the Rueſtion for the Liber- 
ties of the Style. The Publick alſo perhaps may be bet- 
ter pleaſed with what paſſes on theſe Occaſions betwixt 
Friends, in an eaſy, free, and undiſguiſed Manner, and 
comes accidentally to their Knowledge, than with what is 
defignedly compos d for them, not without great Caution, 
and Reſerve : in the one Caſe they ſee only what Men 
write, in the other what they talk and what they think. 


But had nothing of this offer d for the Publiſhing of 
what enſues, we ſhould not have wanted a ſtill better Rea- 
ſon, indeed the juſteſ} and beſt of all others, which is 
the Benefit the Publick may receive from it: as it will 
put well-meaning People upon their guard againſt being 
thus impos d upon hereafter, and make ſome others more 
cautious how they Attempt to impoſe upon them. 


We have here a Detection, clear as the Sun, of an 
Impoſture, I had almoft ſaid, the moſi Notorious and 
Flagrant the preſent Age bas yet ſeen ta come from the 
Preſs : The Dramatis Perſonæ, or principal Aflors in 
this Farce, not to ſay any thing of a late noble Peer, 
whoſe unguarded Goodneſs ſeems to have been much abuſed, 
are no leſs than a Reverend Div ing who holds à very 
conſiderable Rank in our chief Seat of Literature, and 
a PHYSICIAN who has been long regarded. as at the 
Top of his own Profeſſion, and is now perch'd, it ſeems, 
an the very Pinacle of all antient Learning. 

The 
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The latter perhaps may be confidered rather as an Ac- 
ceſſory, than. Principal F4 the Plot; but can by no Means 
be excu fed from an equal ſhare of Blame, as he has con- 
tributed both his PuxsR and NAME 70 promote it. May 
rather will he have more to anſwer for, as tis the great 
Reputation he has attain'd to, that has given Vogue and 
Credit to the Impoſition. The fantaſtick Viſions of a 
Monkiſh Academick might have met with little Attention 
out of his own Cell; but fo great a NAME as that of 
Mt av excites the Curiofity of the Publick, and attracts 
the Regard and Reſpect of the learned World around us. 
Tis a NAME, whoſe Influence is not confin'd within the 
narrow Bounds of our own Seas, but ſhines with diſtin- 


guiſh'd Luſtre abroad as well as at home : Tir therefore 


with much Concern I reflect how very bad Uſe has been 
made of it in the preſent Caſe : And — more eſpecially 
affecis me, is the C onfideration of the Prejudice it muſt 
do us in the Fudgment of all inquifitive and ingenious 
Foreigners: What an Opinion muſt they have of the 


preſent State of Knowledge amongſ} us, when one, who 


is confeſſedly at the Head of it, has given Countenance 


and Patronage to ſuch a weak, not to ſay wicked, Per- 
formance ] 


When they behold the learned Doctor himſelf a Dupe 


to ſuch an aſſuming Empirick, /uch an arrant Quack in 


Antiquities, will they not naturally infer--- © If ſuch an 
&« one can hit his blind Side, tis not the firſt Time he has. 
« been impoſed upon; or that at leaſt (which is no uncom- 

aan 
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anon Caſe in Age)— be is now grown over-credulous, 
« 2nd gives an implicit Faith to every ſham Pretender to 
« Diſcoveries: As nothing, in another Way, js incredible 
« 79 thoſe who are once grown fond of Miracles: --- But I 
forbear in compaſſion to ſo great a Man who has thus, 
inadvertently perhaps, /uffered himſelf to be eclipse d, by 
the officious Inter poſition of an opacous Body, in the Me- 
r:idian of his Glory: And I cannot but lament in par- 
ticular that the Credit of his noble Collection of Curio- 
ſities, upon which ſo many Years, ſo many Cares, ſo ma- 
ny thouſand Pounds have been expended, ſhould thus in 
an Inſtant be blown and tarniſbd by this ridiculous Di- 

ſaſter the ADVENTURE or THE WHITE HorsE. 


The beſt Excuſe J can think the Caſe will admit is.— 

that the Doctor never read the Letter addreſs d to him, 

at leaſt before it was in Print. But then, alas ] the ill. 

natur d Age we live in, 1 fear, would be apt to as. 

« If he never read it, how came it to have the Sanction 

* of his Patronage? If he did read it, how could he 

hear the fulſom Incenſe of an adulating Prieſt, telling 

him, totidem verbis, 20 his Face. “ He is one who from 

« being the greateſt Maſter is become the greateſt Patron 

.pever, Pare» ancient Learning zhar the preſent Age can boaſt of. 
Had the Addreſſer indeed only chang'd the Order of his 
Compliment, and told the Doctor that he was become the 

greateſt Maſter .of ancient Learning from being the great- 

; eſt Patron / it, it had been leſs liable to Exception: Mo- 
| thing being more cammon than-to find Men learned, and 
| wiſe, 


PREFACE 
wiſe, and noble, and virtuous in Proportion to the En- 
couragement they give to their Dedicators. 


But why, will ſome one ſay, ſhould I be thus ſollici tous 


for Mitigations? The greateſt Men have ſo frequently 


betray d an immoderate Paſſion for Praiſe and Glory, that 
it ſeems to be more incident to ſuch than others, and may 


poſſibly be ſomething more Natural to them: Even Tory, 


with all his Philoſophy about him could not reſiſt the Charms 
of theſe bewitching Sirens: (a) And perhaps never did 
Temptations run higher than in the preſent Caſe;--to land 
the foremoſt of his Country in the Lift of Fame, and be 
recorded to all Poſterity as the modern Coryphæus of 
antient Learning; was a Conſummation (ro borrow 
an Expreſſion of my Countryman) devoutly to be wiſh'd | 
Let FRANCE uo longer boaſ} her MonTr aucoxs, her Rol- 


LINs, &c. &c. Sc. when this Britiſh Sun of Antiquity 
appears, O all ye Stars hide your diminiſh'd Heads! 


(a) As a demonſtrative Evidence to what a ſurpriſing Degree this Prince of Orators, . 
Stateſmen and Philoſophers was intoxicated by this Species of Vanity, we need only 
produce theſe few Paſſages out of much more to the me Purpoſe, . from a Letter of 
his to his Friend LucCcEius, whom he wwas courting to. write his Life. Viz. 
*© Ardeo cupiditate incredibili nomen ut noſtrum ſcriptis illuſtretur & celebretur 
<< tuis.” ---- Non enim me folum commemoratio poſteritatis. ad ſpem quandam im- 
„ mortalitatis rapit, ſed etiam illa cupiditas, ut vel autoritate teſtimonii tui, vel in- 
*© dicio benevolentiz, vel SUAVviTATE INGENII VIVI PERFRUAMUR.,” ( De- 
*© inde etiam ut ornes me poſtulem,”---- Itaque te plane etiam atque etiam rogo, 
ut & ornes ea vehementius etiam quam fortaſle ſentis, et meo leges Hiſtoriæ neg- 
*© ligas,---- amorique noſtro pluſculum etiam quam concedit Veritas, largiare.“ 

— % Illa nos cupiditas incendit feſtinationis quod alacres animo ſumus, ut & cæ- 
A teri, viventibus nobis, ex libris tuis nos cognoſcunt, & noſmet-ipſi vivi gloriaſd 


ve noftra perfruamur.” 
| Ep. Tam. Lib. v. Ep. 12. 


But 


$ Adts vii. 22. 


— 
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But this is not the only Tryal of the Doctor's Modeſty : 
in the very next Paragraph (and Jam a little ſurpris'd 
zuy Correſpondent takes no Iotice of it muſt he farther 
hear that © he has been long ſince thoroughly vers'd-in 
« all the Learning of other Nations. Here again a fa- 
al Dilemma occurs: Either the Doctor believ'd this, or 
he did not: If be did not; why did he let it paſs? I, 
he did; certainly never was that of the Satyriſt better 
verified. | 


N c Nihil eſt quod credere de ſe 
„Non poſſit, cum laudatur. 


Holy Writ tells us of Mos Es, that © he was learned 
cin all the Wiſdom of the Egyptians.” $ This is @ very 
high Encomium ; and, no doubt was defignd as ſuch: 
but, lo, a greater than Moss is here A Man not 
barely learned, hut thoroughly vers'd ; not in the Wiſdom 
of EcvyeT only but in all the Learning of that and all 
other Nations! Theſe are Words foon ſaid : Yet, though 
contained in a little Compaſs, I do not fee what more tan 
be added to them. I fhall only obſerve on the Occaſion, 
that groſs Flattery certainly becomes no Mam; but in a 
Divine is abominable, inſufferable and worſe : And as to 
the Perſon who is the Object of it, the only Privilege he 
enjoys is (in the Language of our Proverb) to have his 
Throat cut with a Feather: He is at the ſame Time tick- 
led and expos'd : This really is matter of Condolence, and 
wherein all his true Friends muf? ſympathiſe with him : 

However 


However tis ſome Conſolation to think, that ſo great a 
Mafter of ancient Learning cannot fail at his leiſure to 
recollef that wiſe Saying of the Antients, that of all 
ce game Beaſts the moſt dangerous ig a PARASITE. 


Theſe obvious Conſiderations have already detain d me 
much longer than I at firſt defign'd in ehis 1 my Advertiſ- 
ſement au Lecteur. But I mut not omit the Opportu- 
nity ſeriouſly to ad moniſb the Reverend Gentleman now in 
Hand, how much it concerns him either fairly to vindicate 
2 Performance from my Friend's Objectious, or ingenu- 

uſfly to acknowledge 5 many miſerable Miſtakes he has 
fallen into: And 40 to make, as we ſay, a little more 
Conſcience for the Future what be offers to the Publick. 


In the 55th Page of his Letter he tells us, that what 
be was then writing, © was only a ſeaſonable Diverſion 
from the Fatigue of a much larger Work, which 
ſince his firſt Entrance upon it, had continually 
grown upon his Hands, and found him full Employ- 
« ment for ſeveral Years laſt paſt; and that he feared 
* (good Man!) there was place left for one or two 
« more to come. This Majus Orevus, I wunder/tand, 
is a voluminous Account of Coins and Medals : A very 
curious Subject truly; but not of the cleareſt Reputation. 
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Amongft the Reflex ions of @ late ingenious Author 
upon Human Learning we have this remarkable one to 
our preſent Purpoſe, vin. Whoever, ſays be, confiders 
that ANNIus of VITERBO (this ANNIUs, by the 

a % way 


« way, was a Monk turned Antiquary) could forge 
« arge Hiſtories, will not think it ſtrange that we ſhould 
« have Forgeries in Medals : It is too certain there hava 
« been ſuch; and the Thing is ſo noted, that ſome Me- 
« dals are now as valuable for being exact Counterfeits, 
+ p. 161.4: « as others are for being truly Originals.” + 


TI do remember alſo to have read, I think, in Mr. 
BayLE, of a moſt celebrated Antiquarian in the Low 
Countries, for his Books and Coins, ſecond to none; who, 
perceiving the general Dotage of his contemporary Ver- 
zuoft in this Particular, reſokved to take the Advantage 
of it; and, to his own no ſmall Emolument, actually 
turned Fals E-ColN RR. Which Sort of Buſineſs in Italy 
has now been long ſo very common, that I ſhould not be 
at all ſurprized to hear they take Prentices to it; efpe- 


cially ſhould the Demand for AnTiqQues continue to run 
fo high as of late with our MEN of TasTE. 


But as 'tis not impoſſible but the Publick may take 
the Alarm upon what is now laid before them, it will 
much, very much, behove our Reverend and Learned 
Gentleman 20 clear himſelf of the Imputation of Jock v- 
SHIP with Relation to his Horss, before he offers to 
palm his Coixs and MEDALs upon us. Till this is done, 
he muſt expect common Purchaſers will be a little Shy 
of bim; and even his particular Friends and Subſcribers 
perhaps may be apt to reflect upon the Fate of the PR. 
and the DR. and not immediately forget to what ex- 
cellent Purpoſes their Generofity was applied. 

Another 
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Another Project he has much at Heart is to get him- 
ſelf at the Head of à travelling Committee of his 
Brother Antiquaries + (to which I freely ſubſcribe) int * 6, 
order to traverſe every County of the Kingdom in Search, 
not of Romiſh Prieſts, 20, thoſe are no Rarities] but of 
Roman Towns; which, it ſeems ſtill lurk up and down 
unobſerved in all our Quarters: And himſelf, as he tells 
us, has already diſcover d no leſs than Three in one 
Corner of Oxfordſhire : Tho' Canpen, Prot, Kennet, 
and STUKELY were ſuch Buzzards they trod over em 
without ſeeing. em. And what till makes more for the 
Honour of our Author is, that one of theſe ſaid Towns 
may juſtly challenge, he tells us, the Name of a City: 
« And which (ſays he) I ſuſpect to be the true BRanavis 
F « of Ravennas.' * But others, I find, do more than p. 5 
I ſuſpef it to be only the true and genuine Remains of cer- 
tain ſuperannuated Quarry-Pits, our of which the Pariſh 
Church, Great Houſe adjoining, &c. were built. 


— 


Theſe Whims, I muſt own, have ſomewhat diverting 
in them; and put me in mind of Sir JohN DENHAu's 
Account of the preſent State of Farvy-LanD in Windſor 
Foreſt, when he was @ writing his Coortr's-HilL, vis. 


This Scene had ſome bold Greek, or Britiſh Bard, 

“ Beheld of old, what wonders had we heard; 

* Of Faries, Satyrs, and the Nymphs their Dames, 
Their Feaſts, their Revels, and their am'rous Flames? 
** *Tis ſtill the fame; altho' their very Shape, 

« All butaqQuick PotrTick SIGHT ESCAPE! 
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'Tis pretty plain our Knight here makes uſe of his 
Licentia Poetica: The Benefit whereof our Painters alſo, 
as well as Poets claim by Preſcription 1mmemorial ; and 
with theſe two honourable Companies, might I be worthy 
to adviſe, ſhould our modern Antiquaries get themſelves 
incorporated; and then might they plead CHñARTER for 
the Privilege they now uſurp Quidlibet audendi, 7. e. 


of impoſing whatever they pleaſe upon us. 


I am very ſenfible I may probably incur ſome Cenſure 


for the Hint I have now given: But amy Apology in 


Petto is --- that were our Antiquaries £70wn to act un- 
der a common PATENT with the worthy Gentleman afore- 


ſaid, their Diſcoveries would be regarded hereafter in 


the ſame Light with the Fancies and Inventions of their 
good Friends and Allies; and conſequently tbemſelves 
world have the leſs to anſwer for. 


But at preſent the Caſe is Ts otherwiſe ; they ſet up 
{as all Bites do) for Men of ſtrict Honour and Veracity ; 


yea, as moſt induſtrious Searchers after Truth; and 


thoſe that, above all others, have brought Light out of 
Darkneſs ; and as ſuch have they much inſinuated them- 


ſelves into the good Graces of our young {Mobility and 


Gentry in our chief Places of Education, Of this ur 
Author himſelf ſhall be my Witneſs. -—— © Young Gen- 
e tlemen ( ſays he, p. 6.) have been taught to reckon this 
* Study among ſt their chiefeſt perſonal Accompliſhments.” 
To which we may add what he has advanced in the pre- 

ceding 
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ceding Paragraph, vis. © So that the preſent E 


« notwithſtanding all its boaſted Light and Knowledge, 
« ſhould it fall into à Contempt of Antiquity would want 
« one of the onoft infallible Chara&eriſticks of Learning 


« and true Politeneſs. 


Had theſe and the like Periods been found in a Preface 
to the BRITANNIA of Mr. CaMpen er Mr. HoxstLsy, 
I ſhould readily graut they would not look ſo much tike 
Things out of their proper Element : But who that has 
any Regard for the right Inſtruction of the rifing Ge- 
neration, can bear to fee ſuch empty Puffs employed, 
with all prieſtly Gravity, to promote the Sale of ſuch an 
idle and infamous Fiftion as the LEGEND of tbe WTE 
Horss | To prepare their paſſive Pupils for fuch a Tale, 
muff be to prepare them for any Thing deſigning Tutors 


ſhall think fit to obtrude upon them; and our Author 


might juſtly be upbraided with this moſt ſolemn and natu- 
ral Reproof from the Stage. 


<« Tuvenes liberè eductos in fraudem illicis?” 
For my Part, I cannot eafily imagine what he means 


by it; unleſs perhaps it ſbould be thought a neceſſary 
Piece of Policy at preſent to divert Youth from the Pur- 


ſuits of uſeſul and ſolid Learning by bewildering them 


in the mazy Paths of Antiquities : + As heretofore, for + 
the ſelf-ſame Reaſon, they were, for many Generations, ,, 


entangled in the Cobwebs of the Sehools. 


In 


See Letter 
r. M. p. 
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ſhould be reckoned truly polite Without an Apartment for 


In this worthy Employ indeed, it muſt be confæſt, they 
might find an Amuſement for Life ; eſpecially ſhould 
they proceed to provide themſelves with a complete 
Equipage a la mode d'Antiquaire. But think only what 
a merry, or rather melancholy Proſpect muff a Gene- 
ration of Gimcrackers, an Age of Cockle-Shell-Fellows 
afford us; when not a Gentleman's Seat in the Kingdom 


a Raree-Show | 


« The Genius of Men is indeed, as our Author ob- 
« ſerves, wonderfully diverſified, and prepared for dif- 
« ferent Enquiries.” + And tis therefore ſurely the Duty 
of thoſe who are entruſted with the Inſtruction of Youth, 
to put them upon ſuch Enquiries as are moſt ſerviceable 
and laudable ; not to indulge a raiss TASTE; nor ſet 
them a gadding after Diſcoveries which can be of no Uſe 
when made, not even to the Owner : What would this be 
but giving them a WRONG TURN? of which, we muſt 
own, Youth is very ſuſceptible in various Ways and Forms. 


The very ſame Genius which now diſplays itſelf in the 
trifling Part of AnTiquiTiEs, I have often thought, in 
another Age, would have been no leſs inquiſitive after 
ReLicks; and indeed every Thing that has but an An- 
tique Caſt ox Appearance with ſome is ſacred. Our 
Diving taxes the Saxons and others with a religious 
Sort of Veneration for Waits Horxsts 3 and yet I much 


queſtion if himſelf does not adore what he ſuppoſes to be 
only 


2 
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only the Image of one of them, to an equal Degree of 
Super flition ; in his own Language tis — a VENERABLE 
REMAIN T i. e. a RELick. And I do not at all doubt + p. 26. 
but a certain Society has as much Regard for a Suppo- 
frtitious Head of ee now in Poſſeſſion of their Pa- 


tron, as any Convent abroad has for that of Joan 
THE BAPTIST. 


So great an Affinity is there betwixt the RELIck- 
MoxdER and the ANTIQUARY ; or rather tis the very 
ſame Genius operating under different Circumſtances. 
Mo wonder therefore that there ſhould be Proteſtant, as 
well as Popiſh Legendaries: One plain Inflance we 
have in the Caſe now before us: And tho tis true that 
0ſt of our Monaſteries have been long fince ſuppreſſed, 
yet does the genuine Spirit of MoNKERY ill ſubſiſt in 
thoſe that remain. And it cannot be denied but our Au- 
thor in particular, eſpecially confidering the Competency 
of his Style, or rather how admirably tis adapted to the 
1 would be a very proper Hand to give us a new 
Edition of the Life of 57. WIxIrRIp ; or the Hiſtory of 
the SEVEN CHAMPIONS OF CHRISTENDOM reviſed and 
modernis d. 


But to have done with him; and ſpeak my Mind at 
3 once. —— The Caſe landing thus; tho no Man living 
_ -/ 4 greater Regard than myſelf for all truly judicious 
and honeſt Antiquaries, who give à rational Pleaſure 
zo Mankind, and do an Honour to their Profeſſion; yet, 
as tis manifeſily a growing and encroaching Sect amongf 

, 
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Check were given to the Impertinent and Impoſing. 
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us, in which, as in all others, many fooliſb and falſe 
Teachers do. ariſe, I think it high Time that an effectual 


How far the enſuing Diſcuſſion of this late moſt inſolent 
Attempt upon the Underſtanding of the Curious may 
contribute towards ſo good an End, Time alone can ſhew : 
For the preſent, I ſhall leave it to ſhift for itſelf ; as, in 
my Opinion it is very well able to do. 


— 
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H O' IT am no profeft Antiquary, nor ever deſign to be 
| fo, yet, I muſt confeſs, Jam not without my Curioſity, 
or what perhaps may be call'd ſome Taſte for matters 
of that Nature. To more particularly a very ſenſible 
— Plcaſure to me at all Times, to hear of any eminent Diſ-- 
coveries this way in our Country, by which the Tranſactions, Man- 
ners, or Cuſtoms of our Anceſtors may be illuſtrated. 3 
The publick Advertiſement therefore of © A Letter from the 
* Reverend Mr. Wiſe, to Doctor Mead, concerning ſome Antiqui- 
* ties in Berkſbire, and particularly ſhewing that the White Horſe, 
* which gives name to the Vale, is a Monument of the Weſt- 
B « $ax0ns, 


« Saxons, made in Memory of a great Victory obtained over the 
« Danes, A. D. $71,” you will eafily imagine, was to me a very 
acceptable Piece of News. os SV; 85 
As Mr. M. I am informed, is a Gentleman fomewhat advanced 
in Years, and one who has been long converſant in theſe Studies, I 
might very well preſume I ſhould meet at leaſt, throughout the 
whole Performance, with the Traces of a mature and correct Judg- 
ment. As he was a Divine, and that of a diſtinguiſh'd Claſs, how 
could I doubt of his ſincere and ſacred Regard for Truth and Juſtice ? 
As he had for a conſiderable time enjoy'd the Office of Cuſtos Ar- 
chivorum, or Keeper of the Manuflripts in the Hodleian Library, 
I readily conceiv'd his indefatigable Diligence in ſearching into ſo 
rich a Mine of Antiquity had led him upon ſome curious Memoirs, 
which had eſcaped the Obſervation of all his Predeceſſors. 

When again I was further given to underſtand, what had been 
the chief and conſtant Employment of this learned Divine, for 
ſeveral Years laſt paſt, I muſt own, my Expectation was not a 
little raiſed to ſee a ſhining Inſtance of the great uſe of Coins and 
 Meaals, in determining Doubts in our Ancient Hiſtory, and that 
Dy the benefit of ſuch Aſſiſtance, he had clear'd his Point paſt all 

iſpute. | 

In a Word, what might we not expect from an Author of Mr. 
Wiſe's Character in the learned World, poſſeſſed, within his own 
Sphere, of every Advantage to do juſtice to his Subject, and who 
has moreover, if I am not miſinformed, the Honour to be Mem- 
ber of a SOCIETY expreſly profeſſing the Science of Antiquity : 
Where every ſingle Perſon may be regarded as a perfect Con- 
noi ſſeur, or proper Judge in his Faculty; and where we may very 
well ſuppoſe the preſent Performance was read with Approbation 
and Applauſe, before the Publick was fayour'd with its Appearance? 
This was no more than a modeſt Piece of Deference in our Author 
to his Brother Members, conformable to the uſual Practice of the 
Royal French Academy, and other the like famous Aſſemblies of 
the Learned and Ingenious, wherewith the preſent Age ſo hap- 
pily abounds. * 

As nothing contributes more to the Sale of a Book than the 
Character and Opinion we have of the Writer, I was not long he- 
ſitating upon what J had to do: A couple of Shillings, thought 

1 
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I, ſurely could not be ill beſtow'd for ſo conſpicuous a Pheno- 
menon in Antiquity as the White Hor(e, eſpecially with a Promiſe 
of ſomething more into the Bargain, by the ſame Hand. | 
Nor was I, (which is no uncommon Caſe) a little pleas'd with 
my new Purchaſe: Scarce had I dipt into it, when I had the a- 
greeable Surpriſe to find the worthy Perſon to whom this celebrated 
Epiſtle is addreſſed, and whom myſelf had long reverenc'd as the 
great and good HIiPPOCRATES of our Iſle, was alſo our Britiſh 
VARRO, and ATTICUS; and one who was become the greateſt 
Patron of ancient Learning, from being himſelf the greateſt Maſter 
of it the preſent Age can boaſt of. I doubted not therefore but 
the Piece had been both examin'd and allow'd by ſo great a Maſter 
and Mzcenas; eſpecially when I obſerv'd it, for the better illuſ- 
tration of the Subject, to be adorn'd with a curious Copper-plate, 
at his proper Coſt and Charges. As it was alſo with another by 
the like Generoſity of a certain noble Peer, in whoſe honourable 
Family the Horſe had been many Years ; and © who was pleaſed to 
encourage our Author's Enquiries, by a free Search into the Wri- 


« tings relating to this Part of his || Eſtate.” || Letr. p. 26. 


Nothing therefore could carry a fairer Aſpect; nothing ſeem'd 
wanting to render the Account perfectly authentick, and what we 
might depend upon: Certainly, ſaid I, never was fo remote a Point 
in Antiquity ſo well atteſted. 

But fince, Sir, you are pleaſed to defire my Opinion of the Piece, 
before you give yourſelf the trouble of procuring it, I ſhould not 
act a friendly Part by you, ſhould I ſpare to ſay--Gaveat Empior. 
However it comes to paſs, there are perhaps but few Occaſions in 
Life, wherein it may be more neceſſary for a Man to bear in Mind 
that of the Poet — un homint ſatis cautum eſt, than in buy- 
ing a Horſe; at leaſt we can never be too careful in the Caſe: For 
my own Part, I muſt ingeniouſly confeſs I never was more diſap- 
pointed, not to ſay Jocky'd or Bit, in my Days, than by this learn- 
ed Dealer. 

To enter into a regular Detail of Criticiſm upon the whale Per- 
formance, would be endleſs; ſince there is ſcarce a Paragraph 
throughout, but is liable to many and juſt Exceptions. What I 
chiefly propoſe therefore, is to ſhew you that our Antiquarian is 

+ Subſcrib'd — Sumptibus Richardi Mead Archiatri. | 
: " Ba ; utterly 
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utterly wrong in his main Point, and that there is no ſhadow of Rea- 
ſon to conclude the Sign of the I hite Horſe on II hite- horſe-hill, is a 
Monument of the Meſt-Saxons: But that it is a notorious Impoſiti- 
on upon the Publick ; a meer Reverie or Fiction of eur Author's 
Brain, void of all Foundation in Truth or Probability. 

After a long flouriſhing and oſtentatious Introduction, where it 
muſt be acknowledged our Author makes no ſmall Figure before 
his own Glaſs; he comes at length to the Proofs, whereon he would 
eſtabliſh his Hypotheſis ; which, in ſhort may be thus ſtated, vi. 
'That 1 

In the Vear 871, the Weſt-Saxons, under the conduct of ALFRED, 
afterwards their King, obtain'd a ſignal Victory over the Danes : 
That it was the Cuſtom of ancient Times, to perpetuate the Me- 
mory of great Actions, by carving ſome Monument of them upon 
Rocks and Hills: That a Hoksę being the Standard of the Saxons, 
and this Figure being found ſituate as near as it conveniently could 
to the Field of Battle, was moſt certainly deſigned as a Monument 


of the Victory aforeſaid. © ALFRED therefore, ſays our Author, 
in ſetting up his Banner for a Token (and here, by the way, 
\ | Ps, and V. are quoted) did nothing but what was exactly agree- 
7 * Letr. p. 27. © able to ancient Practice. 


[ But you will be apt to ask, how does it appear this Monumental 
| Horſe was made near the Place where the Battle aforeſaid was 
4 fought? This is a Queſtion indeed ; and, for ought I ſee, is like 
5 to continue ſo: For tho' our Hiſtorians tell us that the name of the 
i Place was /ESCHESDUNE, in Modern Engliſh Aſbaoum, or Alb 
Hill: Yet where this AESCHESDUNE was, is more than any Man 
living can now tell ; or whether it were within Forty Miles of the 
Horſe, or Fourſcore. Our great Doctors Ll Antiquity differ widely 
+ K:nnet, in their Opinions on this Head: One Þ for inſtance, will have the 
} aht. Place to be in Buckinghamphire ; another || in Sex ; becauſe there 
| are Places in each of theſe Counties of like name. And fo proba- 
bly, upon Examination there may be found in every. County in 
England; for Aſb-Hill may be very well ſuppoſed to have been no 
unuſual Appellative in this Kingdom. 5 . | 
The preſent Biſhop of London fixes it in Berk/bire; and not 
many Miles from the Ho#ſe : Yet not ſo near neither, but that our. 
Author well perceiy'd, if the Biſhop kept his ground, the Horſe 
| would 


[5] | 
would be diſtanc'd; He therefore very freely corrects his Lordſhip, 
and that with an Air, as a greater Adept, and one that ſaw farther 
into theſe Mattere, telling us at once how his Lordſhip came to be 
led into ſuch a Miſtake, 

Here I cannot but juſt obſerve a pleaſant Inſtance of the Partiali- 
ty of Mankind, from which even Divines themſelyes, it ſeems, are 
not exempt: And this is, that they chuſe much rather to Correct 
and Publiſh the Miſtakes of others than their own : Otherwiſe our 
Author might have ingenuouſly declar'd. — I was once myſelf of 
his Lordſhip's Opinion in this Affair, as may appear by the Index 
Locorum at the end of my Edition of A/er's Life of K. Alfred, 
Printed about ſixteen Years ſince, but which I have had no Oppor- 
tunity as yet, to rectify in a ſecond Edition. 
Inſtead of this, he is perfectly ſilent as to what himſelf had Pub- 
liſh'd, but proceeds with a maſterly Hand to the Correction of my 
Lord Biſhop, who had fix'd the Place at a Village now call'd 
Aſton: © A Name which does not itſelf, ſays our Author, favour 
« the Opinion of its being A/pdown : For in the oldeſt Records it 


« is wrote Eſton, and means no more than the Eaſt Town.” 4 And + Letr. p. 20. 


yet in his own Index, but now cited, tis thus Etymologis'd, viz. 
Aſton quaſi Aſhton, ſive Afbdown. | 

So that here we have Viſe againſt Francis, and Francis againſt 
Wiſe; a thing which may prove of no Conſequence in the 
Republick of Letters: And truly unleſs this learned Divine has 
ſome particular, ſtrong and natural Averſion to the Duties of Se/f- 
Correction, I am at a loſs what Apology to make for him, except 
perhaps he might be ſatisfied his Aer is very little read, and 1p 
may do the leſs Harm: Or poſſibly might have good hopes no one 
would mind ſuch a trifling Paſſage but himſelf, who yery well knew 
how to keep his own Secrets, without the leaſt hazard of an Im- 

chment of his Infallibility ia re Antiquarid. After all, this is no 
jeſting Matter, but rather greatly to be deplor'd, — that Men of a li- 
beral Education (yet ſuch is the Depravity of human Nature!) ſhould 
be much more prone to Error, than to the Acknowledgment thereof. 
Now therefore to reſume our Queſtion. © — 

How does it appear this Horſe is near the Place where this Battle 
was fought? Our Author perſwades himſelf, nay is yery poſitive, . 
yea moſt confident. He is the happy Man who has diſcoyer'd it I. | 


250 
laſt, as briefly thus, -- the Downs hereabouts, ſays he, are by the 
Shepherds called Afþdown to this Day: And the Horſe being the 
Standard of the Saxons, muſt have been made by them as a Monu- 


ment of the Victory by them here gain'd. So that in fine, we ſee, 


the Horſe proves the Place, or our Author proves nothing at all; 
which laſt happens to be the yery Caſe, as I ſhall now proceed to ſhew. 


Our Author tells us © no one can be ignorant that the Horſe ' 


« was the Standard which the Saxons uſed, both before and after 
« their coming hither.” But this, I beg leave to obſerve, is a yo. 
looſe, inaccurate, and ſophiſtical way of ſpeaking, by which tis poſſi- 
ble he may have deceiv'dand impos'd upon both himſelfand others: For 
tho' we ſhould allow (which yet would be granting a Fayour) that 
the Saxon Standard was a Horſe, does it thence follow that every 
Horſe in general, however dignified or diſtinguiſh'd, or this Horſe 
in particular was the Saxon Standard“? Put the Caſe a Painter in 
drawing the King's Arms, amongſt the reſt, inſtead of drawing the 
three Lions el bee, ſhould make them couchant-dormant, 
would this be the Arms of England? Or do we meet with ſuch a 
notorious Blunder in any of our common Sign-Poſt-Dawbers ? 
There is ſcarce one of this low Claſs of Fellows, but has a Notion 
how little a Variation in a Coat alters the LIE of it, and makes 
it no more belong to this or that Family. That a Horſe therefore, 
in whateyer Poſition, Pace, or Aſpect, was the Saxon Standard, is 
what I am perſwaded our learned and ingenious Author will no 
more affirm upon cooler Thoughts, than that their Standard was a 
Horſe of any Colour whatever. An Aſſertion which I am fully ſa- 
tis fied he will never ſubmit to. bogs | 
Now very unfortunately for him it happens, that ſome of the 
ſtrongeſt Circumſtances imaginable are againſt him, and the whole 
Stream of Authority: Our Hiſtorians, Antiquaries, Genealogiſts and 
Heralds, fuch as Ferrers, Verſtegan, Sammes, Speed, Heylin, Gibſon, 
do all to a Man repreſent the Saxon Horſe as Rampant, bearing to 
the Left, with his right Leg forward: Whereas this ſame upon 


the Hill is a Galloper, going off to the Right, with his wrong 


HELI | | 
wo of theſe Objections our Author was aware of, and has a mind 
to obviate, by obſerving the Horſe in his reſent Majeſty's Arms is 
Current, or Galloping : But ſays not a Wor 
deftly 


which way, only mo- 
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_deſly proceeds, — © If any Diſputes ſhould ariſe amongſt Heralds, 
« about theſe different Bearings of the Horſe; as likewiſe whether 
« he ought to be Current from the dexter Part, or the ſiniſter; I 
< think till ſome other more ancient Record ſhall be produc'd, 
« they may fairly be determin'd from this AuTHENTICK oNE of 
« 867 Years ſtanding, 5 ö ä 
Right! what ſaid the Conjurer in Don Quixote, when the Page 
made too familiar with his Beard ? — © Learn to reverence, young 
« Man, thoſe grey Hairs, which are more than thrice three hundred 
« Years of Age!” If our Author here is ſerious, I cannot ſufficient- 
ly admire his Simplicity: Nor, if he Banters, his Modeſty. Muſt 
then his moſt Sacred Majeſty of Great-Hritain turn his Horſe out 
of his way for a Fellow of a College, and one that has ſhewn him- 
ſelf to be no Conjurer ! With all due Submiſhon, I conceive, it 
would have much more became him to have left this Matter to the 
next Sitting of the CouRx r oF Honour (whither I refer him) ra- 
ther than thus pertly to interpofe his. Opinion before it was ask d. 

The more we conſider it, the more notorious ſtill will appear the 
UncorreAnefs, Impropriety and Fallaciouſneſs of our Author's Aſ- 
ſertion, no one can be ignorant that the Horſe was the Standard 
« which the Saxons uſed both before and after their comin 
& hither,” Why yes ſurely many a one may be ignorant of a 
this and more too, and yet be an honeſt Man for all that, and never 
. the worſe Chriſtian neither, or the Lord have Mercy on our Au- 
thor! Who, I am very apt to think, with all his Learning and 
Books about him, cannot ſhew he knows himſelfany thing more of 
the Matter, than that the Saxon Commander Hengiſt, or, as we may 
call him, General Stonehorſe, when he made his Expedition into 
Britain, had a Horſe for his Standard, which his Succeſſors, in the 
Kingdom of Kent, for ſome Ages retain'd : But that this was then 
the National Standard of Saxony, or the Standard of any other 
of the Troops which arriv'd here from thoſe Parts, is what aur 
Author has not ſhewn.. And, notwithſtanding what he ſo wiſely 
ſuggeſts to the contrary, it ſeems to me much more probable that 
Hengiſt took his Standard in alluſion to his Name, than his Name in 
alluſion to his Standard. And this J am led to believe, becauſe. 
moſt. probably he had a Name before he had a Standard; and I 
| | never. 


hor 
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never heard. he went by any other than that of Hengiſt or Stone 


2. | 
15 therefore the Horſe might be che Standard moſt to his Fancy, 


ſo the reſt of the Chiefs his Countrymen ſeem every one to have 
aſſum'd ſuch Devices for this Purpoſe as pleaſed them beſt: Nor 


Can 


I find, by all the Accounts I have yet met with, that any two 


Branches of the Heptarchy had their Arms alike: Nor was it fit, 
or is it credible that they ſhould ; for as they were oft at War with 
each other, twas neceſſary their Standards ſhould differ from each 


other. | 
The learned Editor of the Chronicon Saxonicum, who, J preſume, 


may 


be conſulted upon what Authorities he went, has given us, at 


the End, a Map of the ſeven Kingdoms, diſtinguiſh'd by their ſeve- 


ral Arms. 


As thoſe of Kent were the Hoxse : So thoſe of We/ex 


in particular were the DRaGoN : The very Arms, for ought appears 
to the contrary, which Cerdick, the Founder of that Monarchy, 
brought over with him out of Saxoxy. Nay, I will add, we have 


alto 


gether as good Grounds to believe that Cerdick's Standard, when 


he ] 


Judg 


Landed, was the DRAGON, as that Hengiſt's was the Hoksk. 
e therefore with what Propriety, not to ſay Honeſty, our 


Author aſſerts 20 one can be ignorant, Kc. 


How would he like to have the mt; oem turn'd upon 
thus, — no one can be ignorant that the 


him 
ragon was the Standard 


which the Saxous us'd both before and after their coming hither ? 
How I fay, would he like this, who, in his time has been a Dealer 
in _— as well as in Horſes, and knows very well the Rule. 


oy 


logizari non eſt ex particulari, i. e. we cannot from a particu- 


lar Inftance form a general Conclufion ? 


Had he ftated the Matter fairly and truly 


he could have faid no 


more than this, — *tis well known that the Horſe was the Standard. 
of one Body of the Saxons brought over hither, and continued for 
ſome Generations. This State of the Caſe might have fay'd him from 
= ſo miſerably deceived himſelf, or impoſing upon others as he 
has done: For this would have naturally led him to conſider to what 


Bod 


nor 


y of the Saxon People amongſt us this Standard belong'd, and 
ſo wretchedly to have inſerted, that when the J/e/t-Saxons got 


a Victory they ſet up the Kentiſh Banner for a Trophy / Which 


puts 


me in mind of a Saying of that worthy Antiquary, my much 
hpnour'd 


@ 
honour'd and learned Friend, Mafter Richard Verſtagan,.—“ Here- 
«. of he maketh his own Fancy his Author; for other Author of 
more Antiquity than himſelf he can find none. 

But what may ftill be more ſurpriſing, is that our Author ſhould 
call this ſame Horſe King Alfred's Banner ; when he himſelf, be- 
fore his Edition of Mer, has given us an elegant Cut of this Prince, 
with his Arms anne d, viz. a Croſs firched : Which yet Heylin f re- + Help to En- 
preſents as the Coat of his elder Brothers only, and makes Alfred 2 Hiltory. N 
(which may deſerve a certain Perſon's Conſideration) to aſſume one 
very different. This Prince indeed muſt frequently have chang'd 
his Coat, or Hiſtorians have done it for him. Spced aſſigns him a 
Croſs 1 without further Addition: And on the Reverſe of his 
Coin has a fort of Cypher only. The Hiſtory of G/ouceſterſbire 
tells us, that King Alfred's Arms are upon ord Tower ; 
where we find the Croſs aforeſaid between five Martlets. And 
thus much, I believe will bear no Diſpute, that the Weſt Saxon Mo- 
narchs, upon their Converſion to Chriſtianity, did change their 
Heatheniſh Dragon for the Holy Croſs. That K. Alfred therefore, 
whoſe incomparable Wiſdom and Piety our Author is as well ac- 
quainted with, as if he had been his Chaplain in Ordinary, when his 
good People were ſo happily rid of their Dragon, that Emblem of 
the Devil, ſhould range them again under a Banner, in its original 
no leſs Pagan, and leave it behind him as an eternal Monument of 
the greateſt of all his Military Atchievements, is a Thought alto- * Letr. p. 16. 
gether unworthy of him : And it will much better become us, in 
the midſt of ſuch Uncertainties, to be finally determin'd by that moſt 
Authentick Record the OxroxD-ALMANACK for 1735 : Where we 
have K. Alfred in all his Glory, ſeated upon his Royal Throne, 
under his own Enfign ; which is exhibited as the very ſame upon 
the Tower aforeſaid,” bating one Martlet only. 

As the laſt mention'd is a Piece ſet forth by publick Authority of 
one of the moſt ſubſtantial learned Bodies in the Univerſe, and that 
not deviſed in haſt but upon mature Deliberation, as being the Pro- 
duct of a whole Year, if rot the whole product of the Year, I have 
not ſcrupled to pronounce it Authentick, as what we may. ſafely re- 
ly upon, and give an entire Credit to. I think therefore I cannot 
do better than reſt the Merits of the Cauſe here; at leaſt till ſome- 
thing of equal Weight and VIS appears in fayour of the Horſe - 
e Which 


(PY. 
Which yet I ſhall for ever deſpair of, unleſs F f ſome Coin, or 


Medal ſtruck upon the Occaſion, ſhould be foun inſt our Au- 
thor's next Edition, by one that knows where to find it: Or we 
could happily dig up K. Afred's BxoaD-SEAL ; which ſort of 
Medals indeed, ſeem to me of all others the moſt Awuthentick And 
therefore I can never ſufficiently admire and extol the happy 
Thought of that moſt ingenious and judicious Antiquarian Mr. 
John Speed; who in his Succęſſions of En gland's Monarchs never 
fails, where it could poſſibly be had, at the Befenng of every 
Reign, to preſent his Readers with one of them; an Example in 
my humble Opinion, worthy the Imitation of all future Hiſtorians, 
and I cannot but much lament that the Practice has been diſconti- 
nued : Becauſe, as has been ſaid, there is ſomething in it ſo very Au- 
thentick. 
But to deal fairly and above board; I could here tell our Au- 
thor that whatever of this Nature may poſſibly turn up in 
his Fayour, there is ſtill a Lyon, an invincible Lyon in his way ; and 
that is, his own dear Friend AssER: Who, tho' he has expreſly 
Wrote the Life of Alfred, and been ſo particular in his Deſcription 3 
of the Battle of A/bdown, as to tell us he ſaw with has: own proper E- 
Eyes + the very Buſh about which it began, yet ſays not one Word 
of the Horſe; to make bold for once, with a favourite Phraſe of our 
learned Author, ne ye! quidem. T | 
er moreover having been not only Biographer to his Majeſty, 
but alſo his intimate Friend and Crony, we may very well ſuppoſe 
that neither of them knew any thing of the Beaſt : Or that if there 
were any ſuch Tit upon the Common, in their Time, they did not 1 


think him worth their owning or minding, no not in his Prime, tho A 
now, when full ag d, by a ſudden turn of Fate, is he become — 8 
« the Glory of the Saxon Antiquities : And, at the Expence of a K+ 
Right Honourable and Noble Peer, whoſe Vertues have plac'd him S 


high in the Veneration of Mankind, made as Immortal as WISE and 
| BRass can make him. | 
By this time, Sir, I know you will want to hear more particu- 
larly, what fort of Steed this is, which has been ſo highly honour'd 
by the NoBLE and the WISE; and made as great a Figure in our 
+ Quam nos ipſi noſtris propriis oculis vidimus. p. 23. | | 
& The Inſcription of the Plate is — Vetuftatis onicz decus fingulare re immortali 
donavit Honoratiſs. Dns Gulielmus Baro de Craven. x 
| publick 
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publick Advertiſements, during the Seafon, as the beſt bred Stalli- 
on in the Kingdom. | Je 

Our Author ſhall himſelf inſorm you; and you will at the ſame 
time have a Sketch of that elegant and elevated Style, which at pre- 
ſent bears the Bell in our Seats of Learning: And for which the 
Performance now before us, is more particularly celebrated. Here, 


ſay they, you will find none of the Uncouthneſs or Ruſt of the 
Antiquary, but will at once ſee both the Scholar and the Gentle- 
man: 'Tho' his Subject, as moſt of this Nature, is dark and dreary ; 
yet has he found means to embelliſh it, by an Expreſſion p ly 
bright and charming: In a Word, tis ell Wrote, Ecce S1GNUM! 
Aſter this manner is our FÞrſe form'd on the fide of an high 
<« and ſteep Hill, facing the North-Eaft. His Dimenſions are ex- 
« tended over an Acre of Ground, or thereabouts : His Head, 
Neck, Body and Tail, conſiſt of one white Line; as does alſo 
each of his four Legs. This is done by cutting a Trench into 
« the Chalk, of about two or three Feet deep, and about ten 
Feet broad. — The Horſe at firſt view, is enough to raiſe the 
« Admiration of every curious Spectator, being deſign'd in ſo maſter- 
« like a Manner, that it may defy the Painter's Skill to give a more 
exact Deſcriptionofthat Animal.--If we conſider it farther, we muſt 
« likewiſe allow that no ſmall Skill in Opricks was requiſite, both 
« for the choice of the Ground, and for the diſpoſing rude Lines, 
« as they appear to a Perſon upon the Spot, in ſuch a manner as to 
form ſo beautiful a Repreſentation. — And again; if Durability 
vas intended, the Ingenuity of the Artiſt will appear ſtill greater. 
« For, from its barren Soil, and ſteep Situation, it has nothing to 
fear from the Inroads of the Plough, the Grazing of larger Cat- 
« tle, or the Stagnation of Waters. The ſupplies which Nature is 
« continually affording, occaſion the Turf on the upper Verge of his 
*« Body, for want of Continuity, to crumble and fall off into the 
« white Trench, which in many Years time produces ſmall Specks 
of Turf, and not a little obſcures the Brightneſs of the Horſe. 
Tho there is no danger from hence of the whole Figure being 
'< obliterated; yet the Neighbouring Inhabitants have a Cuſtom of 
« ſcouring the Horſe, as they call it; at which Time a ſolemn Feſ- 
« tiyal is celebrated, and manlike Games with Prizes exhibited ; 

| C 2 « which 
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« which No DOUBT had their Original in the Saxon Times, in Me- 
« mory of the Victory.“ trio] "Tit rt) 

If ever the Genius of King Alfred exerted itſelf, (and it never 
« fail'd him in his greateſt Exigencies) it did remarkably ſo upon the 
account of this 7; —_— he had not the Opportunity of 
« raiſing, like other Conquerors, a ſtupendous Monument of Braſs 
« or Marble, yet he has ſhewn an admirable Contrivance, in erect- 
ing one magnificent enough, tho' ſimple in its Deſign ; executed 
« too with little Labour and no Expence ; that may hereafter vye 
« with the PrRaM1DS for Duration, and perhaps exiſt, when thoſe 
« ſhall be no more.” 1 rt} ; | | 

Here, Sir, tho' amongſt many other Excellencies, you will readily 
diſtinguiſh our Author's beautiful Alluſion to your Friend Horace, 
without the Pedantry of citing him. 

Exegi monumentum ære porennius, 
Regalique fitu Pyramidum altius : 

Quod non imber edax, non aquilb impotens, 

Poſſit diruere, aut innumerabilis 

Annorum ſeries, et fuga temporum. 
Nor need I point out to you his noble Sallies in the Sublime, with- 
out the leaſt hazard of falling into Bombaſt, or expoſing himſelf in 
his Flights by a ridiculous Affectation. 

But I have a Remark or two to offer of another Nature.— As I 
can refuſe nothing that you deſire, I have been to ſee the Horſe 
myſelf, and view'd him both at a diftance and at hand: Tho' he has 
reſemblance enough to be call'd a Horſe as properly as any other 
Luadrnpede, yet I cannot ſay he is a perfect Piclur, of a Horſe. And 


were not our Author a Divine of unqueſtionable Veracity, he would 


hardly gain belief when he tells us, © he is deſign d in fo maſter- 


like a Manner, that it may defy the Painter's Skill, to give a more 
« exact Deſcription of that Animal.” In this he may be thought for 
once, a little too indulgent to his Fancy; eſpecially if it be conſi- 
der'd the Horſe has been Curried for ſome Centuries, by a fort of 
Grooms who are not ſo perſectly skill'd in Optics as our Author's 
Saxon Operators might be: Theſe Scourers (to give them their 
proper Title) ſet heartily about him with their Mattocks and Spades, 
but dreſs him over ſomething in a Hurry, as being in haſt to receive 
their Recompence of Reward, which is a good Belly-full of — 


As to his Head; our Author ons it wants a little Repairing : The 
reſt of his Forehand is not ſo much amiſs, eſpecially not at all too 
ſhort, being from his Ears to his Withers, about fifty of my Paces, 
i. e. 150 Feet. But then he is quite a /ight-bedied one : I may fay, 
for a Horſe. that has lain ſo long at Graſs, carries no Body at 
all; inſomuch that, ſhould he take up Hill, were I upori the Back 
of him, IT ſhould be under terrible Apprehenſions he would ſlip thro' 


his Girth. If his Tail is (and our Author roundly vouches for it +) + p. 25. 


as it was from the Beginning, tis a plain Caſe he never carried it 
well; but juſt as you have ſeen a Fox drag his Bruſh when almoſt 
don 09931 15 di in li 1331 Sin 

This perhaps might be help'd by Nicking ; but that being a mo- 
dern Invention, would derogate from his Antiquity, which is all 

in all. | | 
- 'Tho', to do the Horſe Juſtice, I verily believe our Author is 
himſelf here miſtaken, that the Horſe originally ſet a much better 
Tail: But the Rain, having the fame Effect upon him as upon other 
Horſes, has made him drop his Dock, and, by degrees, may bring 
his Tail betwixt his Legs. The Reaſon is very viſible; the Water 
upon every haſty Shower collected in his Neck and Body runs 
with a full Current down his: Tail, and wearing the Trench 
on the lower ſide, brings it ſtill nearer and nearer to his Hocks. 
Our Author, you will ſay, might better have preſery'd the Idea of 
an Imber edax, than by his Words Stagnation of Waters. 

Not to deſcend to the Examination of his Legs, Paſterns, &c. I 
ſhall only further obſerve, that, in my Opinion he Gallops quite 
too high, and, as I have already ſaid, ſets his wrong Leg forward: 
But of that perhaps a good uſe may be made hereafter. 

An Oxford Schuler, whom the ſame Curiofity had led to the Spot, 
preſented me at Sight with the Lines following, x 


- 


p. 15. 


See here the Pad of good King Airy, © Note c. 


Sure never was ſo rare a Palfry 
Tho Earth his Dam, his Sire a Spade, 
No Painter e'er a finer made. 
Not Wotton in his Hunting- pieces, 
Can ſhew / one ſuch a Tit as this ES nin 
cg 5454 (LES Which 


g f 

14 J 
Which on immortal Braſs we've Graven, 
5 At the Expence of my Lord —— 


As to the Durability of the Horſe, as our Author terms it, or 
fitneſs of the Soil, and Situation to preſerve the Figure, when T'yra- 
mids ſhall be no mare: This alſo is a Notion he ſeems haſtily to 
have run into, for want of better Confideration. Tho it may not 
be ſubject to a conſtant ſtanding Water, yet an occaſional Current, 
as obſery'd, may do its Buſineſs as effectually: And tho neither the 
Plough nor the Cow may deface it, yet we Country People know 
what work a hard Froſty Winter will make in a Trench, the Face 
of whoſe Banks, like theſe, conſiſts of hollow Mould and rubble 
Stones. He has himſelf hinted, that for want of Scouring of late 
Years, his White Horſe is become a ſort of . wn and I may 
venture to hold him a ſmall Wager that, ſhould it 1cape a Scouring 
but two ſeven Years more, his Pap le would become a Green one : 
3 would be ſtill a greater Rarity, for all true Lovers of 

ntiquity. | i n 

ay diſmiſs the Article of the Perpetuity of the Horſe, with- 
out a melancholy Reflexion upon the ſhort-fightedneſs of human 
Vanity : How liable our deepeſt Devices are to be defeated, and 
what a burleſque Fate attends them. This long-headed Monarch 
K. Alfred (if after all, it ſhould be as our Author would have it) 
to immortaliſe the Fame of his Victory, contriyes a Horſe which, 
by the helping hand of the Country, ſhould laſt for ever: The 
Country moſt religiouſly preſerves the Monument, but utterly 
forgets both the Maker, and what it was made for. | 

O curas huminum O quantum eſt in rebus inane This 
Reflexion I have dropt by the way, becauſe upon Examination per- 
haps it may be found a much more common Caſe with Monuments 
than at firſt thought is uſually imagin d. The matchleſs 8TONE- 
HENGE, for Inſtance, no doubt, was built for Eternity, and with 
a fair Proſpect to convey its Founder's Name and Deſign down to 
the lateſt Ages: Yet has now long ſince ſerv'd'only-as a Bone for 
Antiquaries to pick, or rather to break their Teeth upon: For 
which of them ean ſay, by whom, when, or wol it was made, 
with any more Certainty than how it was form'd? Much the ſame 
alſo has been the Lot of ſome of the Pyramids themſel ves. E 

| ut 


(rs ] 
But to return once more to the Colour of our Horſe. Tis diver- 
ting enough to obſerye with what an earneſt and fervent Zeal our 
Author eſpouſes: this Particular, as if the very Saxenity of the 
Beaft depended upon it. Whereas, he owns Albertus Krantzius 
(himſelf, as T take it, a Saxon, and no mean Antiquary) relates in 
his Saxonia, Lib. 2. C. 24. that the Saxon Arms, before they 
embrac'd Chriſtianity, was a Horſe of another Colour, even a Fet- 
black. And truly I cannot but ſay Minheer Kraut is very ill 
us'd by him, and that upon no 3 Provocation, when he is told 
« his Account ſavours too much of Legend and Allegory, to de- 
« ſerve G,] on ot 05 3 
I Surely our Author here a little forget 
come a grave Bachelor of Divinuy to pronounce things un- 
worthy of Credit, when they ſavour no more than this of Legend 
and Allegory ? APPELLO OR THODOXoS. In the mean time T 
could tell him, it was one of the wiſe Sayings of our Anceſtors, even 
our Saxon Anceſtors, that A good Horſe was never of a bad 
Colour.“ And might I be worthy to interpoſe my private Opi- 
nion, the _—_ we are now upon happens to be a White One, only 
becauſe his Native Soil abounds with Chalk, or a ſort of white 
Lime-Stone: Juſt as that other Nag of Renown, from whom the 
Vale of Red-Horſe is denominated, happens to be Nea, only be- 
cauſe he is cut in a ruddy Soil. Which Things put me in mind of 
a certain learned Academick, who much admiring that his Horſe, 
being turned out in the Snow, ſhould roll in it, was very gravel 
told it was “ Becauſe he had no where elſe to roll.” In a Wor 
whoever will have ſuch fort of Horſes, muſt be content with ſuch 
ſort of Colour as the Country affords, however he may blazon his 
own Arms. t | 
There is certainly, Sir, nothing more in it: And yet I have been 
told, *twas from Colour only our Author firſt claim'd this Horſe as 
one of King Atfred's Stud: I ſhould not therefore be in the leaſt 
ſurprisd to hear he has alſo challeng'd the Horſe of Stocks-Market. 
But this I could rather Wiſh; that whereas this laſt mention'd Beaſt 
is ſcarce fit to be above Ground, he were privately buried under 
ſome Barrow upon Aſbdown, to be dug up in due Seaſon for the 
Honour of K. Afred, and the Exercitations of future Antiquaries. 
What a Luftre would this caſt upon the worthy Gentleman now be- 
fore us? What a Light muſt it give to our Exgliſb Hiſtory? Eſpeci- 
ally 


hai: Does it be- + Letr. p. 28. 


+ Letr. p. 6. 
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ally, by the help of a little of our Author's ES 1MMORTALE- 
This ES IMMOR TALE, Sir, I am fully ſatisfied, muſt be a new 
ſort of Metal to you; what perhaps you have never heard of before : 
I ſhall therefore give you the beſt Account I can of it; which is 
only this, — that it is a Preparation infinitely-exceeding the A Co- 
rinthiacum of the Antients, and abſolutely unknown to them; the 
Name itſelf now firſt divulg'd to the World by our Author: Who, 
tis ſuppoſed muſt certainly be poſſeſt of a very large Stock of it, 
and has hereby been enabled actually to do many wonder- 
full Feats, and to attempt more with regard to his late Epiſtolary 
Diſſertation. As 1/?, That by vertue hereof he has impos'd upon 
« The greateſt Maſter of ancient Learning the preſent Age can boaſt 
of:“ Nay, upon a whole Society of Antiquaries, Whoſe uni- 
ted Endeayours promiſed not only to bring to Light thouſands of 
new Particulars relating to our Eugliſß Hiſtory, but to cor- 
rect the Falſities of as many old Ones. IK: 200 8 3 
244%. By vertue again of this ſame wonderful Preparation has 
he not only inſinuated himſelf into the good Graces of a certain 
Nobleman ſo far as to obtain a handſome Piece of Plate * from 
him; but alſo to attempt to fix a Rent Charge upon his Eſtate, 
towards keeping a Chimera, or Horſe of his own: Invention. 9 
Nor 34ly, Has he bluſh'd to project an Alteration in the Arms of 
the preſent Royal Family. || Nor 4thly, Tho' himſelf a Miniſter 
of Chriſt, to profeſs his hopes of ſeeing the Chriſtian Mra ſup- 
lanted in our Eugliſh Hiſtory, by anew One, in fayour of this 
Brom of a Horje. © Nor ſhould I Deſpair, ſays he, of its having 
« {till a more general Effect, by creating a new Ard in our Eugliſb 
« Hiſtory, viz.” The RESTORATION OF | THE SAXON OLYM- 

PICKS. | 1 n £7 
Theſe, I muſt confeſs, appear d to me to be bold Strokes: But 
that I might know what others thought as well as myſelf, T intro- 
duced the Subject into a numerous mixt Aſſembly. of all Parties, 
where moſt were ſuppoſed to have ſome Reliſh for things of this 
Nature. Many, I found, were great Admirers of our Author and 
his Horſe too: Others again cried there was notliing at all in the 


$ If I may preſume to ſay it, jt will become the generous Mind of the noble Lord, who 
by inheriting the Manor of Aſpdown, as well as by his amiable Qualities (coax him Pug !) 


os 


_ be ſaid to ſtand in the Place of K. Alfred, to ſet apart a ſufficient Fund, for the perpe- 
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whole Performance, but a meer heap of Conjectures, juſt (as the 
Proverb has it) © what the Painter heard And ſome even 
wiſh'd the poor Gentleman was not touch'd in his Head, as we fay, 
and ſubje& to the Deluſions of a diſorder d or childiſh Imagination: 
As idle Boys will lye on their Backs, and fancy they ſee Bulls, 
and Bears, and Horſes in the Clouds. So various were the Senti- 
ments of the Learned in a Caſe fo clear! | 

Amongſt the reſt was a ſtanch old Whig; a Perſon of very 
curious and extenſive Reading, and moſt acute Judgment in the 
fineſt parts of Literature: But who had this diverting Foible with 
him — verily to belieye, that a Tory Prieſt, as his Phraſe is, neyer 
publiſh'd any thing but with a View one way or other, by hook or 
by crook, to promote the Intereſt of the Pretender : Nor could he 
poſſibly be perſwaded, our Author would eyer have exerted ſo much 
of his Art and Abilities in the Management of the Great Horſe, for 
any other Service.“ I don't know what to make, ſaid he, of 
« your Tory Prieſt ; J don't like his flirting at the Xing s- Arms, as 
« if the Hanover Horſe ſet his Head the wrong way. He ts on a 
« great deal of Zeal, it ſeems, for the Reſtoration of the Saxon O- 
« Iympicks : But what is't to him, whether the Saxons thraſh'd the 
« Danes, or the Danes thraſh'd the Saxons 800 Years ago? Were 
« they not all Bees out of the fame Hive? Or, if you will, Hornets 
« of the ſame Neſt? And can any one of us at this time a-Day, fay 
« he has a drop more of Saxon than Daniſh Blood in his Veins? I 
« with therefore he has not ſome other Reſtoration more at Heart, 
« which might indeed create what he owns he does not diſpair of 
« anew Ara in our 1 Hiſtory. Under pretence of Scourin 
« the Horſe, you may find a Poſe got together would Scour the 
« Country with a Vengeance.” 

I have heard a Bird Sing the firſt Scauring was to have been upon 
a certain Succeſſion of late: But things not anſwering their Expecta- 
tion, it was deferr'd to a more proper Seaſon ; which by ſome is now 
eagerly look'd for; and may they Gape till their Jaws ake. I 
could point out, were there any occaſion, not a few more very 
ſuſpicious Paſſages, in this uncanonical Epiſtle of St. Francis. I ſhall 
mention one only: Does he not plainly ape the PATRIOT, when, 
with a ſteady formal Phyz, he RE his deſire to have the urs 

| ; loo 
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look upon this Product of his Pen, not as deſign'd to ferye any 
private Ends, but a Tribute due to public Spirit. Þ 2 

But, continued he, look into his Edition of AssgR's LITE or 
ALFRED, and there you will ſee clear enough what HE would be 
at. There, writing in Latin, he has not ſcrupled to tranſcribe from 
a certain pragmatical Popiſh Emiſſary contemporary with Lum, 
theſe and the like Encomiums of this Pattern Prince of his, as 
the greateſt honour he could poſſibly. do his Memory, vig. 


That he alone of all our Engliſb Kings had received his Crown 


{ Letr. p. 13. 


« and Inauguration, at the Hands of the Pope of Rome: : That 
« therefore God had bleſſed and proſperd him above all others 
for this very reaſon, —beeauſe he was Crown'd and Anointed by 
« his own Vicar upon Earth. That he was a conſtant Viſitor of the 
« Holy Places. That he, where-ever he went, carried about him 
« the Relicks of the Saints, in which, next to God, he put his 
1 greateſt Truſt and Confidence.” And much more to the ſame 

une. | | mg. oy. 
Now, ſaid he, what muſt all theſe tend to? Cui bono ? Need 
any one be told whoſe Character ſuch Eulogies will beſt tally with? 
And muſt Toure Author himſelf be an arrant Shavelin ? Or, 


* 


„ 


one ripe for Tonſure ? Between ſuch a Tory-Prieſt and a Popifh One, 
your Subtle Logicians perhaps may coin ſome nice Diſtinction, 
but they muſt have better Eyes than mine that can ſee much Dif- 
ference. Compare only with this, what you meet with in a late 
ſlabberring Epiſtle.— A Prince eminently Pious.” 6 The moſt 
perfect Monarch that ever adorn'd the Zzg/zfb Throne.” And, again, 
<« the greateſt Prince this Iſle was ever bleſſed with.” —< An ini- 
“ mitable Prince, Sc. Sc. Sc. p41 N 
No doubt but ALFRED, as BLUFF. ſaid by Scipio, “ was a 
« pretty Fellow in his Day,” but for your Author thus to-laviſh 
away all his Praiſes upon an od Saxon Monarch, who has been dead 
and rotten beſt part of a Thouſand Years, without being able to 
edge in one good Word for the Prince now on the Throne, is no 
great Symptom of his Affection or Loyalty ; to ſay nothing of the 
good Breeding he ſo much pretends too. L re 


* The Gentleman is here thought to allude to what Mr. W. ſays, p. 5. viz. If there 
are ſome who can ſee no Beauty but in what themſelves. are in Love with, yet it would be 
„ much to the Credit of their good Breeding, if they would treat with Civility, what may 


appear to them leſs agreeable.” 
And 


3 1 49 1 
And for his Ace ER; what is he, but a Raſcally Sycophant of a 
Monk; who ſpeaking of the Death of one Biſhop EALISTAN, 
tells us it happened after he had HONOUR ABIT govern'd his See 
above 50 Years ; when himſelf had before related, how this very 
Biſhop EALSTAN took the Advantage of the abſence of King 
ETHELWULPH, no bad Friend to the Clergy, to inſtigate the 
Prince his eldeſt Son, actually to Rebel againſt his Father, to the 
great Scandal (as himſelf owns) of the Chriſtian World! And 
then what Credit is there to be given to a proſtitute Scribler, who 
to magnify his Hero, forſooth, leaves it upon Record, that in his 
Days, the Houſes were wn Gold and Silver. Is there any 
thing in all the Travels of Gulliver that comes up to This? 

So much for his Ass ER: And IT wiſh your Letter-writer himſelf 
be much honeſter. He ſets out indeed with one of the honefteſt 
Principles in the World; “ to reſtore things loſt to their er 
« Owners.” But what regard has he to it in Fact, when he 
robs the brave King ETHELRED of his Victory at A/bdown, pure- 
ly to trick up an 14o/ of bis own, with his Laurels? If ETHELRED 
commanded there in Chief, (as your Author cannot deny) to whom 
was the Honour of the Day to be aſcribd? But, ſays he, © it 
does not appear from Ass ER, that the King was at all concern'd 
« in the Action, more than by bis Prayers.“ Here, by the way, 
is a rare Divine indeed! As if Prayers ſignified nothing in time 
of Action! A fine Sncer at Devotion truly! Did he never hear, 
that © whilſt the Hands of Moss were held up, IsKAEIL pre- 
« yail'd ?” Had ſome People ſaid any ſuch thing, they would have 
been blaſted on the Spot as Infidels, Atheiſts, and Underminers of 
all Religion 

But no matter what ap or does not appear from AsssR: 
Any one with half an Eye, may ſee this Place of Ass ER is muti- 
lated and imperſect: However, nothing from him appears to the 
contrary but that the King was mthe Action. His Majeſty, it ſeems, 
was in his Tent at his Deyotion, when Intelligence came that the 
Danes were in Motion to Attack him: Notwithſtanding which 
he ſignified his Pleaſure, that Divine Service ſhould not be inter- 
rupted for them; that he would not march till Mae was done: 
But does it thence follow, he did not march as ſoon as it was done; 
or that the Battle was oyer * the Maſſe was ended? 1 

2 they 
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they had in thoſe Days very ſhort Battles, or very long Prayers, 
I remember to have fomewhere read, that one of Q. ZBeſs's Admi- 
rals was at Bowls upon Tilbury Green, when News was brought 
him that the SPANIARDS were coming :'— Let them come, fad 
he, I'll not ſtir off the Green till the Game's up: But then he ſoon 
made one amongſt them, and had a glorious Share too in the 
Action. | 
J ſay again, no matter what does not appear from ASSER : 
WILLIAM OF MALMSBURY expreſly aſſures us--< The Piety of 
ETHELRED was of very great Service on this Occaſion: That 
when the young Hotſpur ALFRED had engag'd the Danes with 
more Courage than Conduct, and was about to take to his Heels, 
and (as BRomeToON ſays) had like to have left his Honour behind 
him; then up came the King in due Seaſon, and, being fign'd with 
the Sign of the Croſs, by his own Valour and the Diviue A 
tance turn'd the Scale, and bore down all before him. | 
It may be here worthy Obſervance, what a much more awful 
Senſe theſe antient Monks had of the Power and Inflaence of De- 
votion, than what your modern One (that great Reſtorer of things 
loſt to their proper Owners) has bewray'd on this Occaſion. - He 
owns truly in a ſoft and - prevaricating Tone, the abovemention' d 
Writers do give ſoniewhat a different Account of the Matter : + A 
different Account indeed ! eee! 2 
I tell you once more therefore, I don't like your Tory-Prieſt. 
Nor can I find that he has any Turn for Antiquities ; but is a 
wrong-headed Creature ; without Penetration, without Diſcern- 
ment: And a meer Gossip to boot. What idle Tales muſt we be 
told of St. George's killing the Dragon in Berkſhire : * And how, 
once upon a Time, there-liv'd hard by an Inviſible Smith: And if a 
Traveller's Horſe had loſt a Shoe, the Traveller had 'no more” to 
do, but leave his Horſe with a Penny at a certain Stone, he'd ſoon 
find his Horſe ſhod, but the Money gone. || Are theſe the Stu- 
dies young Gentlemen at the Univerſity have been taught to reckon 
amongſt their chiefeſt Perſonal Accompliſhments ? ¶ ls this that ſort 
of ancient Learning, of which, he would give us to underſtand his 
Patron is the greateſt Maſter now living? Are theſe Records 
worthy the peruſal Domini ARCHIATRI ? Or are they not Stories 
much fitter for a Nurſe than a Doctor? J muſt needs fay I was ſorry 
| and 


[ 2 1 
and aſham'd to ſee any Portion of the Time of ſo great and uſeful a 
Man, every Moment whereof is precious, ſhould be taken up with 


an attendance to ſuch wretched, low, Chimney-corner Stuff as 
this ! EE LE eta ae i RR, 

But enough, and too much of your Author's Quarto Volume of 
Antiquities in Berkſhire. His very Manner, Style, and Air 
diſguſt me: What a puffing, and boaſting, and vap'ring is here? 
And all the while quite beſide the Cuſhion I hate a vain, vaunt- 
ing Prieſt | — But I ſpare him; tho' not altogether out of 
the dread of falling under the Laſh of that ſhrew'd Obſervation of 
his, ſo quaintly expreſt ; ----< That Ignorance is intereſted to have 
« perpetual Bickerings with Science: * For however that may * Letr. p. 4. 
be, I fhall always think it my Intereſt to guard againſt the Impoſ- 
ture of all ſham Pretenders to Science, or to whatſoever. 

As the good Gentleman ſeem'd a little tranſported by the warmth 
of his Temper and his Zeal, and to ſpeak from the very bottom of 
his Heart, he had no ſooner done but the whole Company burſt 
out a Laughing; obſerying withal, that he concluded perfectly 
in Character. Yet moſt, I found, tho' they could not help ſmiling 
at his over-vigilance (as ſome were pleas'd to term it) for our preſent 
happy Eſtabliſhment, agreed that there was but too much Truth 
and Juſtice in all his Obſervations. 1. 

For my own Part, being no Party-Man, I ſaid nothing; and in- 
deed why ſhould I, who have ſo long withdrawn my ſelf from the 
World, trouble my Head about the Publick © Are they not enough 
to take Care of themſel ves? But what T promiſed you, Sir, as my 
private Friend, I flatter myſelf I have perform'd, which was to give 
you the Diverſion of diſmounting the bold Champion of the 
White Horſe: J hope alſo T may add without Vanity, T have given 
him a fair Fall upon his own Dunghill : And ſuch a one too as 
would make any Antiquary of Spirit go hang himſelf in his own 
Circingle. But ſhould this Letter ever have the Misfortune to 
fall into his Hands (which yet, for fear of the worſt, your 
goodneſs will take Care to prevent) I ſhould ſtill hope better 
things of our Author Wiſe, and that he would be prevaibd up- 
on by his Friends to live and repent, and recant. All I 
ſhould inſiſt upon, is only this, that, by way of Amende honorable, 
he would once more get upon the Back of Ros1NaNnTE, and thence, 


for the better notoriety of the Fact, make his publick Recantation 
| ab 
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at the next Scauring the very firſt Day of the Reſfaratiam , the. © 

Saxon Olympicks : And from that Day forward, inſtead of the Name 
of FRANCIs, aſſume that of Jockey as his proper Name. This, 
in my humble Opinion, is no more than what the Intereſt of Truth 
and Juſtice, the Honour of his Faculty, and, if I may uſe thoſe 
Words, the Publick Good require at his Hands: And thus ſhall this 
immortal Horſe, from a feignd Monument of the Veſt-Saxonc, 
become in Fact his own : Why ſhould the World be any longer 
impos'd upon ? 

Having brought things to this fair and friendly Iflue, I ſhould 
now, Sir, reſign my Pen to its proper Station ; but that I know 
you will expect to hear, ſince J have been to view the Horſe my- 
ſelf, and beſtow'd ſo much Pains in currying him; whether I have 
not ſome Notion of my own what this VENERABLE REMAIN, as 
our pious Author reyerently expreſſes it, þ was really deſign'd for. 
J have only Time to tell you—Below the Horſe, at a proper 
diſtance for what I am going to mention, is a very curious Barrow, 
call'd DRAGdoN-H ILL; which our Author, I find, as others be- 
fore him, is willing ſhould paſs for the Tomb of one of the PEN - 
DRAGONS, 7. e. Chiefs or Heads (for ſuch is the well-known im- 
port of the Word) of the Britiſh Kings : Might I therefore put 
in my Fancy amongſt the reſt, I ſhould imagine, that if the Horſe 
were a Standard or Banner, it was a Britiſh one: And plac'd 
there according to a Cuſtom, which has prevail'd in this Nation 
Time out of Mind, of placing things of that nature over Monu- 
ments; of which Cambaen cites an Inftance more than two Cen- 
turies before the Battle of A/pdown. And this Conjecture would 
be ſtrengthned alſo by the Figure and Poſture of the Horſe in 
every Circumſtance ; which are exactly the fame with what we 
may obſerve upon ſome Briti/h Coins in Pros - Infomuch, that I 
might with Juſtice here uſe our Author's Words, — © that it may 
« defy the Painter's Skill to give a more exact Deſcription,” ſaving 
the Accident which has befel his Tail, tis the very Thing : And 
this was the Reaſon I obſery'd, that tho the Horſe did ſet his 
A Leg forward, a good uſe might one time or other be made 
Ol it. ö | wit: pre 

N Should this Conjecture of mine meet with a favourable Recep- 
tion, at the next Seſſion of his Society, and be admitted SFO 
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FipEI ANTIQUARIZ 'ARTICULOS, as part of the Autiquaries 
Creed; what a cutting Conſideration muſt it be to a Member of an 
Eſtabliſh d Character to reflect, that, inſtead of reviving or reſto- 
ring a Point in his Profeſſion, he has derogated from its Antiquity 
ſome hundred Years! The very Thought too, of being out- done 
by one that is no Profeſſor, may have fatal Conſequences: To pre- 
vent which, as far as in me lies, E ſhall not be too pofitive or preſ- 
ſing in the Caſe: Nay, far be it from me to deſire any worthy 
Gentleman's Fee Simple ſhould be incumber'd in ſupport of a Con- 
ceit of mine, which at laſt may prove a meer RENYERIE. For after 
all, tis very poſſible the Hokse might be originally no more than 
a Luſus Paſtorum; a Fancy of the Neighbouring Shepherds, to 
divert themſelves at their leiſure Hours. I have obſerv'd in ſeve- 
ral Parts of England, upon Downs, Heaths and Commons, 'Trench- 
es cut by them in the way of a Labyrinth or Maze, which are 
call'd Troy-Towns; and if Shepherds could make Troy-Towns, wh 
not Trojan Horſes * And why ſhould not this Thought lead us 1 
to our Trojan Anuceſtors? This would be retrieving a Point of 
Antiquity indeed. GEOFFRY of MONMOUTH is very clear in this 
moſt noble PEDIGREE of his Countrymen: Which alſo, we may, 


learn from Mr. SPEED, + kept Poſſeſſion above four hundred + ubi ſupra 
Years, and was receiy'd down to his Time with general Applauſe. p. 14. 


And tho' now a Days old GeorFxr, forſooth, is reckon'd among 
the Fabulous Writers, and paſſes for little better than a Roman- 
CER, yet will I dare to ſay, he is not a jot more ſo than fome of 
our new GEOFFRYS are, nor ſo much neither. | 

T have only to add, that in his BRITANN IA, upon mention of 
the celebrated Ren-Horss in WArWiCkSHIRE, (which Steed 
gives Denomination to a VALE alſo) Mr. Cambaen tells us plainly 
it was made by the COuNTRY-PEOPLE.” Such, I ſuppoſe there- 
fore was the Tradition there in his Time: Nor ſhall J diſpute the 
Fact: Tho' from the Remains of a Work, of conſiderable Extent, 
running juſt above it, which has the Appearance of a Military Eu- 


trenchment left imperfeft, ſome would imagine it to have been ori- 


ginally a Device of the So/diery; who are ſometimes Men of no 
leſs leiſure than the Shepherds : And this perhaps may hereafter af- 


ford matter of much Speculation to thoſe who have ſtill more 
time 
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| b | time upon their Hands, than either . 
Ul to be the Generality of our MopERN VERTUoOSL 5 
_ Hut the great and only Queſtion in the Caſe, w the Conſi- 1 
135 deration of our REVEREND and L£ARNED ANTiQUARYSAalready x, 
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=” encumber'd with the Task of half an Age, and of the” utmo 3 
Wi + Letr. p. 55. . Conſequence, His this — Why VaLES ſhould have Hoes A 
1 « to their GoDFATHERS.“ I bald myſelf, perhaps, offer ſome Ne i 


5 Reaſons, which might go a good way 3 the Solution of a 
Point of this me IN but that Jever loy'd to hear my Betters 
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Refice, Page 6. in + the bottam 2 for, et meo, read 2 65 Pet olorioſay: id 4 i 
; glorjola ; and for, Fe. Tam, read Ep, Tam. Page 9. Iin. 6. for, Advertiſſement, read. 
:  Avertiſſement. Page 11. I. penult. for, Le. Shaps, read airy Shape. Letter, Fag. 1. for, in Wo 
&; 5 our Country, read in our ewn Country. Page 3. lin. 31. for, ingeniouſly confeſs, read 8 3 
1 - nuouſly confeſs. Page 8. lin. 36, for, incerted, read inferred * 17, lin. 31. for, Succeſſon. 
"BY read Seceſſion. | | Nh of 's - ; - . * 23 
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